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														CA Legislative Worst Practices


														A new report traces the legislature's accelerating trajectory of deregulation. Follow over the years as lawmakers drag CA further and further from international standards.

READ MORE

														
														
							

						

											
														BAC to. the Future

														A 0.05% BAC is an evidence-based strategy to reduce intoxicated driving deaths. More and more states are realizing this, even as the road to putting it into practice remains steep.
READ MORE

														
														
							

						

											
														NEW RESEARCH: 'Magnet Factors'


														We know that "party zones" draw in drinkers, who then drive home. AJ looked at the Bay Area to see how serious the effects of these "magnets" are, and where they have the worst impact.

READ MORE
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 O'Malley Allows Bill to Become Law Without Actually Signing It - Alcopops to be Taxed as Beer

SAN RAFAEL, Calif., May 23 -- Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley announced Wednesday that he would allow SB 745, a bill that will keep alcopops cheap and readily available to minors throughout his state, to become law. In choosing not to veto the bill, O'Malley sided with the influential alcohol industry over the strong objections of youth advocates, public safety officials, and his own Attorney General, Douglas Gansler.

 
"We are deeply disappointed that Governor O'Malley did not stand up to Big Alcohol and put the health and safety of Maryland's youth before corporate profits," said Bruce Livingston, executive director of Marin Institute. "While California, Utah, and Maine have recognized the danger to youth and taken action to limit youth access to alcopops, O'Malley caved to the wishes of the industry to keep the dangerous drinks relatively inexpensive and widely available."

SB 745 defines alcopops as beer in Maryland allowing them to be taxed cheaply at 9 cents a gallon, instead of the $1.50 per gallon tax applied to distilled spirits. SB 745 also allows alcopops to continue to be sold like beer, in the thousands of convenience stores, gas stations and mini-marts where youth congregate.

Attorney General Douglas Gansler had stated that alcopops should be taxed and distributed as distilled spirits in an effort to make the drinks less accessible to Maryland's youth. In a transparent attempt to avoid responsibility for his actions O'Malley claimed the legislature had not done a thorough job on the bill and a broader consensus was still needed to regulate the beverages.

"This unfortunate and cowardly move by Governor O'Malley will have a lasting impact on the state of Maryland," Livingston added. "The consensus already exists that underage drinkers are attracted to and drink alcopops. And research shows they are four times more likely to develop alcohol problems if they start drinking before age 15. SB 745 also denies Maryland millions of dollars in tax revenues each year, monies that could be used for treatment and prevention programs to mitigate the costs of underage alcohol use."
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Don't mortgage the future.

Bring alcohol fees into the present & fund our kids at $500m a year.

TAKE ACTION
TO MODERNIZE CA
ALCOHOL TAXES


 
CA lawmakers want to: 
♦ sell more alcohol at colleges
♦ market to underage students
♦ let the excise tax decay

TELL THEM THERE'S A BETTER WAY  
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*NEW* RUNAWAY RISE IN CA ALCOHOL LEGISLATION
 
CIRCLING THE BARREL:
CA Alcohol Legislative Trends 2013-2022 



click to download


Recent publications

OUR STORES, OUR FUTURE
Ending Unsafe Alcohol Retail Practices


click to download
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Big Alcohol Bids for Underage College Students, Cal State Willing to Sell 

AB 840 is moving steadily through the legislature, with few aware of its true impact: to vastly increase the alcohol industry's ability to paste ads all over Cal State campuses, and reach its 180,000 underage students. 

READ MORE...
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"AJ Fall 2023 eNews"
A roundup of key advocacy and prevention stories from the end of 2023 

  




"Circing the Barrel": new report traces accelerating trajectory of bad CA alcohol policy  
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	CA Alcohol Legislation
All legislation related to alcohol policy in Sacramento. Includes analysis & position letters from AJ & CAPA.


NEW!  CA Opioid Legislation
CA bills concerning opioid and overdose prevention, recovery, and treatment.




Nationwide Legislative Tracking
State-by-state and federal bills relevant to AJ projects/campaigns.
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			Tax Calculator
 	      	      		Legislative Activity
 	      	      		Fact Sheets
 	      	      	  	Online ABC Complaint Form




						

						

					

				


			


			


		
            

                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                      
          

        

        
  
      
  
        
    

    

    

      
  
  
  
    
      
  
  
  
    
    
    
    
    
              
          		
			


	Help us hold Big Alcohol accountable for the harm its products cause.

	GET ACTION ALERTS AND eNEWS





	STAY CONNECTED

    	CONTACT US
Email
24 Belvedere St.
San Rafael, CA 94901
415-456-5692

 	SUPPORT US

  

Terms of Service & 
Privacy Policy
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