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• Understand the state political landscape

• Review tools you can use to stay connected 
to what’s happening at the Capitol

Today’s goals



Alcohol Justice, the industry watchdog, 
promotes evidence-based

public health policies
and organizes campaigns 

with diverse communities and youth
against the alcohol industry’s 

harmful practices.

Our Mission



Sacramento
makes many alcohol-related decisions



But their impacts affect 
our local communities
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The CA Legislative Process
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The CA Legislative Process
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The Decisionmakers

• Bill introduced in January
• Goes to committees for discussion in 

both the Senate and the assembly
• Floor vote in both the Senate and Assembly after 

they get out of the committees 
• Governor signs or vetoes the bill
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The Decisionmakers
• Bill introduced in the Senate
• Senate Committees
• Governmental Organization Committee
• Appropriations Committee

• Assembly Committees
• Governmental Organization Committee
• Appropriations Committee

• Governors signs or vetoes bill

https://www.senate.ca.gov/committees
https://www.senate.ca.gov/committees
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/committees
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The CA Legislative Process

Opportunity for 

ACTION
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The Decisionmakers
Get to know district and Sacramento staff.  

But push to meet the member him/herself too!
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Leginfo.Legislature.CA.GOV





How to involve youth & community in 
TAKING ACTION

VISIT Your local 
legislator’s district 
office

ACTION 
ALERT

WRITE
Letter to local 

legislators, postcard 
to Governor Brown, 
Letters to the Editor

RALLY

PARTNER
With a Government or 
Civics class, or even 
English

CALL



Richard Alarcon 
former Los Angeles City Councilmember and State Legislator 

shares his experience and gives insight into the legislative 
process in Sacramento. 

09/29/11


