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														CA Legislative Worst Practices


														A new report traces the legislature's accelerating trajectory of deregulation. Follow over the years as lawmakers drag CA further and further from international standards.

READ MORE
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														BAC to. the Future

														A 0.05% BAC is an evidence-based strategy to reduce intoxicated driving deaths. More and more states are realizing this, even as the road to putting it into practice remains steep.
READ MORE
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														NEW RESEARCH: 'Magnet Factors'


														We know that "party zones" draw in drinkers, who then drive home. AJ looked at the Bay Area to see how serious the effects of these "magnets" are, and where they have the worst impact.

READ MORE
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		California State Board of Equalization (BOE) Makes Historic Decision
		









 


Alcopops To Be Taxed As Distilled Spirits 



 SAN RAFAEL, CA (August 14, 2007) --- The California State Board of Equalization (BOE), under the strong leadership of State Controller John Chiang, made history today when the agency approved a rulemaking process to tax alcopops as distilled spirits, at $3.30 per gallon, instead of the current beer tax rate of .20 per gallon. The decision was immediately applauded by prevention and youth advocates from the California Coalition on Alcopops and Youth, the group that initiated the effort with a petition to the BOE last fall.

 “Flavored malt beverages should be taxed as distilled spirits because they fall under the category of distilled spirits, as written in California law,” said Chiang in a written statement. “While today’s vote is about fair taxation,” he added, “taxing flavored malt beverages as liquor will also help reduce their popularity with young people by simply pricing the product out of their reach.”

	[image: postcards]
	






	
Vanessa Madrid, 17, presents the BOE with 3,250 postcards signed in favor of higher alcopop taxes. Photo by Randy Branch/Sacremento Bee




“This is an enlightened step forward in controlling underage consumption of alcohol,” said Bruce Lee Livingston, executive director of Marin Institute. “For years, Big Alcohol has evaded proper taxation on these products. Now, both the state and our youth will benefit.”

 A recent Marin Institute report detailed the costs of alcopops consumption among underage youth in California. The study estimated that alcopops cost California $1.25 billion and cause 60 deaths annually. With the new tax in place, the lives of 21 youth could be saved. The new tax is expected to reduce underage alcopop consumption in the state by 35 percent, resulting in a cost savings of $437 million.

 “Public policy trumped corporate politics today,” said Michele Simon, research and policy director at Marin Institute. “It’s a great victory not just for the youth of California but for other states that are waiting on this decision to move forward. If we can do it, so can they,” she added.

 In addition to Controller Chiang’s “yes” vote, board members Judy Chu and Betty Yee also voted for the tax increase. Members Bill Leonard and Michelle Steele voted no. The proposed tax could increase the average price of alcopops by an estimated 25% and generate over $40 million for the state treasury. In addition, the funds could be used for alcohol prevention programs and emergency medical center expenses.
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Don't mortgage the future.

Bring alcohol fees into the present & fund our kids at $500m a year.

TAKE ACTION
TO MODERNIZE CA
ALCOHOL TAXES


 [image: a martini glass, a beer glass, and a wine glass in front of a nickel]
CA lawmakers want to: 
♦ sell more alcohol at colleges
♦ market to underage students
♦ let the excise tax decay

TELL THEM THERE'S A BETTER WAY  
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*NEW* RUNAWAY RISE IN CA ALCOHOL LEGISLATION
 [image: Orange bars surround a spiraling picture of the inside of the California capitol dome, inside the orange bars it reads Circling the Barrel and A Report from Alcohol Justice]
CIRCLING THE BARREL:
CA Alcohol Legislative Trends 2013-2022 



click to download


Recent publications

OUR STORES, OUR FUTURE
Ending Unsafe Alcohol Retail Practices


click to download
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	[image: On a yellow-green background, a rat stands atop a weathered wooden bar trying to drink from a beer tap, next to a foamy sample glass]


Big Alcohol Bids for Underage College Students, Cal State Willing to Sell 

AB 840 is moving steadily through the legislature, with few aware of its true impact: to vastly increase the alcohol industry's ability to paste ads all over Cal State campuses, and reach its 180,000 underage students. 

READ MORE...
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	[image: A man juggles foamy steins of beer, inviting you to click to watch the Alcohol Justice eNews] 
"AJ Fall 2023 eNews"
A roundup of key advocacy and prevention stories from the end of 2023 

  



[image: The orange-and-white cover of our report on CA legislative trends, featuring a photograph looking up at the CA capitol dome]
"Circing the Barrel": new report traces accelerating trajectory of bad CA alcohol policy  
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	[image: california]CA Alcohol Legislation
All legislation related to alcohol policy in Sacramento. Includes analysis & position letters from AJ & CAPA.


[image: Narcan Kit Vsmall]NEW!  CA Opioid Legislation
CA bills concerning opioid and overdose prevention, recovery, and treatment.




[image: all bills from every state and federal]Nationwide Legislative Tracking
State-by-state and federal bills relevant to AJ projects/campaigns.
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		[image: ]	Tax Calculator
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 	      	      	 [image: a dialogue bubble with an exclamation in it] 	Online ABC Complaint Form




						

						

					

				


			


			


		
            

                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                      
          

        

        
  
      
  
        
    

    

    

      
  
  
  
    
      
  
  
  
    
    
    
    
    
              
          		
			


	Help us hold Big Alcohol accountable for the harm its products cause.

	GET ACTION ALERTS AND eNEWS





	STAY CONNECTED

 [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ]	CONTACT US
Email
24 Belvedere St.
San Rafael, CA 94901
415-456-5692

 	SUPPORT US
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Terms of Service & 
Privacy Policy
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